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NASUWT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2019
Annual Conference 2019 took place at the ICC Belfast between 19th and
21st April 2019. This year’s Annual Conference marked the start of our
centenary celebrations, commemorating 100 years since the NASUWT
was formed. The motions at the Conference were selected by a ballot of
the members to ensure that the issues to be debated truly reflect what is
important to teachers and headteachers.
This year's motions reflected the overriding concerns of teachers:
teachers’ mental health, pupil indiscipline, education funding, and the
teacher supply crisis. Age discrimination, pay, assessment, pension
reforms, and access to training also featured high on the agenda.
Once again your concerns and views were successfully represented
by a range of teachers from the Leeds NASUWT association.

Dates of Ramadan this
year are approximately
5th May to 4th June.
It is an extremely
important tenant of the
Islamic faith and many
young people and staff
will be fasting so please
be aware that it can be
a testing time for some.
Leeds NASUWT hope
that all our members
taking part in the holy
fast have a meaningful
time.

Elected delegates volunteered their time during the Easter holiday to
highlight and lobby on key issues. These included our "National Pay and
Conditions Framework", so critical to preserve your much deserved pay
from the incessant attacks on all fronts. Steve Thompson spoke for this
motion and it was met with overwhelming approval and carried; reflecting
conference's attention to ordinary members’ priorities.
As we all know teachers are
never just occupied with their
own
interests,
but
passionately stand up to
protect the needs of all those
teach and support.
This universal sentiment was
reflected in the voices of Celia
Foote, Marie Pearson and Kat
Downs…
Celia Foote speaking at the Annual Conference in Belfast.
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…as they spoke in support of motions and enhanced others to
drive home the focus of protecting pupils' basic needs.
Celia Foote gave a rousing speech in support of measures to
protect and increase school funding whilst ensuring
accountability and transparency in the spending of our public
taxes. In this climate of ceaseless cuts, we need to ensure
money benefits education and is not siphoned off for other
purposes.
Marie Pearson speaking about lack of funding for specialist SEND staff.

Similarly, Marie and Kat drew eloquently from their own classroom practice to push for funding for SEN
provision and to guarantee that our most vulnerable pupils benefit from fully trained and qualified staff that
are most able to support and guide their progress.
More broadly, the conference was a wonderful opportunity
to meet and exchange experiences with colleagues from
across the UK and beyond; both celebrating the remarkable
successes of the NASUWT, whilst identifying future
challenges and strategies needed to meet them.

Kat Downs addressing Conference about
funding for an inclusive education system.

I for one cannot recommend it highly enough, but why wait
until 2020 to get involved? You can ALWAYS participate in
your school or the friendly Leeds Association. The "door" is
always open. Take that first step you won't regret it!
Written by Andrew Bennett (Member of the Executive Committee.
Contact us at the Leeds office for more information.

Advance Notice for the Next General Meeting
on Wednesday 3rd July at 6.15pm
Short General Meeting followed by

FREE MEAL AND DRINKS!
Guest Speaker:
Patrick Roach (Deputy General Secretary)

Free Parking!

Please book by calling the Leeds Office on 0113 201 4281

This was very popular last
year so reserve your place
early. All members welcome!
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